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I'm Aivar from Estonia. 25 years old, single and muslim, thanks to
the God. I'm studying right now Arabic language in Egypt and I'm
planning to go to Islamic University in Medina in Saudi Arabia to
study figh, by the will of God

In Estonia there live around 3000 muslims. It is less than 1% of whole
population (1,4 million). Most of them are Tatars or people from
Azerbaijan who came here close to 300 years ago with Russian
army. Also many of them came during the times of Soviet
occupation. Also we have Russian and Arab muslims. Then there
are around 200 Estonian muslims (who's nationality is Estonian, not
Tatar or Azer or something else). Majority of those 200 are women.
There are less than 20

Estonian (by nationality) muslim men

Most of the muslims in Estonia are Sunnis. We have some Shias and
some Ahmadias also. There are no problems
between those muslim sects in Estonia

The small number of Estonian muslim men can be caused of our
mufti. He is Tatar by nationality and his Estonian language is very
bad. So there is no man who can lead and teach Estonian men. We
have one Estonian woman who has studied islam and she is doing
much dawah, translating and writing books, giving lectures and so
on. Because of that there are also many muslim women who can
come to her with any question they have

In Estonia there are one mosque and couple prayer rooms. Saudi
Arabia is funding the upkeep of mosque and one prayer room.
Other prayer rooms are in private apartment's meant for living

Estonian mosque is opened mostly for 4 prayer times. During Fajr it
is closed (excluded some few times when some volunteers are willing
to stay in the mosque during that time). We can't do athan outside
of mosque so people who want to come to pray, should rely on
their own clocks. In mosque we have prayer room, living rooms,
sauna, and library with internet, classrooms and shop for halal food.

In Estonia we have few places from where we can buy halal meat,
because we are not allowed to kill animals in halal way (by law).
Although there is chance for changes because our government took
new law that allows halal killing in factories under surveillance

TIME TO EXPLORE

Every Friday we have Jumah prayers. Unfortunately in Arabic
and in Russian language (because of mufti). So Estonians who
come to listen the speech, they do not understand anything.

In Estonian language there are only 1-2 sentences in the end of
speech to summarise something. Mostly it is not even
summarisation though. During Jumah prayer there are around 30
men every friday and maybe 10 women. Women are sitting in
their areq, separated with small wall or they are in women's floor
(where they have living room to rest at). Friday is not free day for
Estonians, so many people have problems because of it at work or
at school and can't attent the prayer because of this.

Dawah is new in Estonia and there are few people who are doing
this. We have website for our mosque www.turath.ee and also
one website for Estonian muslims www.islam.pri.ee . Also we have
Facebook groups
https://www.facebook.com/groups/206207852756730/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/IslamEesti/ and
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109977409045369/ Also we
write every month Islamic magazine Igra that can be read from
internet http://www.islam.pri.ee/IQRA/ We have Quran in
Estonian language (although meant for nonmuslims as the
translator was not muslim and he told that his translation is not
suitable for muslims) and some islamic books. Openly we don't do
much dawah, because of police. There have been 4 open dawah
tables and 2 open iftars but that's it.

Estonian government and police do not support Estonian muslims.
In fact police is spying behind us (reading our emails, listening
phone calls and calling to their office for a "talk". In worst case
they threatened one muslim man with guns.). Also the civilians do
not like muslims. Mostly they do not do anything but still muslims
are not welcome in Estonia. But we have still minority nonmuslims
who are openminded and have no problems with muslims

Estonian muslims can go to hajj without paying any money,
because Saudi Arabia is funding us. We have so few muslims and
because of that we get helped.

'This is the situation of islam in Estonia right now. By the will of
God everything starts going better .

BY: Mustin From Letomia
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