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It is narrated on the authority of Amirul Mu'minin, Abu Hafs 'Umar bin al-Khattab, radiyallahu
"anhu, whe said:

| heard the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ’alayhi wasallam, say:

“Actions are (judged) by motives (niyyah),so each man will have what he intended. Thus, he
whose migration (hijrah) was to Allah and His Messenger, his migration is to Allah and His
Messenger; but he whose migration was for some worldly thing he might gain, or for a wife
he might marry, his migration is to that for which he migrated."

[Al-Bukhari & Muslim]
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Allah will use our words in what way He so
chooses. In Cairo, where | live, you can walk
along a busy street in the centre of the city and
you will find young men selling socks.

«Three pairs for ten Egyptian pounds,» they
will shout, in Arabic. Passers by then have the
chance to look at the socks. ,

If they are going to make a sale, the boys do
not just dump the socks in a heap by the side
of the road. They arrange them very carefully,
perhaps in order of color. The dark ones at one
end and the light ones at the other.

Because the roads are very dusty, the boys
selling the socks will dust them down and
rearrange them from time to time. Similarly,
they do not just hope that the passers-by will
take a look, but they actively call out to attract
their attention. «Three pairs for ten Egyptian
pounds,» they will shout, in Arabic. Passers by
then have the chance to look at the socks.

«Calling others to Islam simply

means telling them what Islam is
really like, and then leaving them to
make up their own minds»

If they are going to make a sale, the boys do not
just dump the socks in a heap by the side of the
road. They arrange them very carefully, perhaps
in order of color. The dark ones at one end and
the light ones at the other.

Because the roads are very dusty, the boys
selling the socks will dust them down and
rearrange them from time to time. Similarly,
they do not just hope that the passers-by will
take a look, but they actively call out to attract
their attention. Telling people about Islam is
something like this. We make what we have to
say very attractive and we call people by our
cheerful words and attractive countenance. A
translation of what we read in the Qunan says:

First of all, then, if we are to talk to others about
Islam, we must be presentable ourselves.

This might sound obvious, but not everyone
observes such a rule. By being presentable, |
mean we should be clean and well dressed.

The ambassador of any country speaks on
behalf of his country, so he should present a
good image of his country. Muslims who talk
about Islam to others are ambassadors of Islam
and they should present themselves in such a
way to others. There is no excuse for being in
untidy clothes or with an untidy appearance.
You might be the only Muslim someone has
ever met, so you must show them that Islam is

Invite all to the Way of your God with wise words very beautiful.

and beautitul preaching, and argue with them in
ways that are best and most gracious. An-Nahl/
I



It is a wonderful sign that so
many Muslims love Islam so
much that they want to tell
others about it. | am always

so impressed by Muslim
communities all over the world
who want to tell others about
Islam.

So many people, though, are full
of good intentions, but are not
quite sure just where to begin.
Let us first explain that
«Da’wah» is one of those
religious words we use which
often takes on something of a
mysterious meaning. Its meaning
is really very simple. It means
calling others to Islam.

Now what does that

«calling others» really mean? Does it mean
going out into the streets and persuading people
to become Muslim? Does it mean going out into
the streets and persuading people to become
Muslim? Does it mean standing on a box in the
middle of the High Street and shouting about
Islam to those who are passing by?

The Muslim approach to telling others about
Islam is quite different from that of other
religions. We do not have missionaries setting
off for foreign countries, offering sweets and
medicines to entice the poor to our midst.
Calling others to Islam simply means telling
them what Islam is really like, and then leaving
them to make up their own minds. In fact, it

is our duty as Muslims to do this. We are not,
though, called to convert the whole world to
Islam.
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Tamim ad-Dari ( radiyallahu 'anhu) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu 'alayhi wasallam) said,
“The religion is Nasihah (sincere advice)” the
people said, “‘To whom should it be directed?’ He
replied, “To Allah, His Book, His Messenger
(P.B.U.H.), to the leaders of the Muslims and to
the common folk of the Muslims.”

[ Muslim]
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